
 
 
So you want to be a paranormal investigator… 
 
Paranormal: 
/ˌperəˈnôrm(ə)l/ 
adjective 
denoting events or phenomena such as telekinesis or clairvoyance that are beyond the 
scope of normal scientific understanding. 
 
What is a paranormal investigator? 
A paranormal investigator is someone who seeks answers in the unexplained. We do not aim to 
prove or disprove anything. 
 
What is the difference between a paranormal investigator and a “ghost hunter”? 
Paranormal investigation is the study of unexplained phenomena through a critical and often 
scientific lens. It involves a lot of research, time, dedication, and a lot of “sit around and wait for 
nothing”. It can be months before any phenomenon –that can be deemed as unexplained- occurs 
or is recorded by film or audio. 
Paranormal investigators approach their field and clients with an air of professionalism and 
utmost respect. We respect each other, our clients, and the metaphysical at all times. Client 
confidentiality is key, and I cannot stress enough the importance of respect for the paranormal. 
Do not mock them, do not play around, and do not try to summon anything. You do not know 
what you are dealing with! 
 
Ghost hunting is a thrill seeking joy ride for those wishing to experience a good scare. If you’re 
looking for something that goes bump in the night, you are looing for paranormal entertainment. 
You don’t want to be a paranormal investigator. Trust me. You’re going to be disappointed. 
 
What constitutes a valid KEPRI investigation? 
Paranormal investigation has taken on many forms over the years. Understandably, many folks 
have different ideas of what a paranormal investigation entails. Since KEPRI promotes itself as 
an historical organization with a passion for the unexplained, we prefer to look for empirical 
evidence. 
A group historian will research the places we investigate but not give us the info. We will take 
down notes and compare after. 
 



Empirical vs. Anecdotal 
It is important not to confuse these two words. Empirical evidence means something 
unexplainable recorded via audio, video, or photography. Anecdotal evidence is the recounting 
of a visual, auditory, or sensory experience. 
While the anecdotal does have a place (especially in the case of group sightings or experiences), 
it is not empirical and cannot be presented as official evidence. Everyone has different versions 
of the same experience and thus, the variables are too great. 
 
Is mediumship a valid form of paranormal investigation? 
The short answer to this is no. While we do believe that psychic abilities are very real, we have a 
hard time considering psychic experiences as evidence. However, if you do sense something or 
someone is trying to communicate with you, please record your experiences in a personal 
journal. They are important and fascinating, even if not empirical. 
*A good way to utilize your abilities during an investigation is to aim your recording device in 
the direction you sense something. 
 
What equipment should you have on you at all times? 
A personal journal is a must. On the chance you do experience something, write it down. Digital 
recorders are important and another must have. You don’t have to spend a lot but everyone needs 
one. The more audio recorders we have, the more likely we are to pick up something. If you own 
a DSLR and a lens that can stop down to at least 2.8, please bring it. An external shutter release 
and tripod are important. You will also need a flashlight that is not your cell phone. 
 
Where will we be investigating? 
We will be investigating historic sites like lighthouses, historical societies, old libraries, and 
sometimes old cemeteries. Periodically investigations will be done in outdoor locations with well 
know paranormal activity. The stone chambers and Mount Nimham are two examples. Haunted 
restaurants and bars provide too many sounds from the mundane that could interfere and provide 
false evidence. 
•However, yes, we will be doing at least one investigation at Smalley’s. During my one 
investigation I saw and experienced enough of the unexplained to merit another look. 
 
What are we looking for? 
KEPRI is looking for anyone willing to dedicate their time and energy (often late at night) to 
investigating the bizarre little world we live in. Patience is a must! 
There are a few valuable positions that we aim to fill first: 
Videographer, tech manager, historian, and a few good photographers who are experienced in 
long exposure and night time photography. 
 
Why is professionalism important? 
We want to be invited back to the places we investigate. KEPRI aims to distinguish itself from 
everyone else by promoting nothing but professionalism and respect. Some of us already have 
paranormal resumes. The paranormal field is littered with disrespectful people, thus giving it a 
bad name. We do not speak ill of anyone, even if they speak ill of us. Too much mud slinging 
already exists in this field. Do not add to it. 
If you break etiquette even once you will be asked to leave. 



 


